Update from EMS Officers’ Workshop

SEMS Management Group meeting
24th September 2014

Hilary Crane
Marine Lead Adviser

www.naturalengland.org.uk



Overview

—_—

) MPA Management Project

N

) IPENS - Site Improvement Plans and Theme Plans

W

) Natural England’s Conservation Advice update

AN

) Marine Conservation Zones update

5) Possible Solent and Dorset Coast SPA — informal dialogue

Questions???



1) MPA Management Project

Aim: to identify future governance structures for MPA management in
England

*National governance and local management coordination for both
management activities and reporting.

Need for the project as there is currently:
*No national coordination and no one lead authority.

*Uncertainty around future EMS management scheme funding (national funding
ends December 2014).

*No process to enable national reporting of a ‘well managed’ network (a
government commitment by 2016).

*VVarying degrees of local/international co-ordination and effectiveness of
existing management partnerships

Current partnerships only cover some EMS and there are no similar structures
for MCZs at present.



1) MPA Management Project

MPA working group set up (Defra, MMO, NE, EA, LGA, IFCA, JNCC
and EMS officer representative):

*Qctober 2013 — Recommendations to the Defra MPA Network Board
agreed:

O Establish a national governance group

O Project to carry out site audit process to identify management
coordination and develop options

‘May/June 2014 — National Steering Group established and site audit
work commenced.

«June 2014 —August 2014 — request for feedback on:
O National governance structures
O Site audit process and QA of site information
« Defra MPA Network Board meeting on 23" September 2014.



1) MPA Management Project — feedback

request

Recommendation for national governance structure =
continuation of National Steering Group (supported by coordinator
post) for:

Provision of consistent guidance for planning and reporting on MPA
management;

Monitoring of establishment, delivery, and review of MPA
management;

Provision of guidance on site management;

Provision of strategic resource planning for site level coordination;
|[dentification of lead co-ordination at a site level;

|dentification of cross-cutting risks and issues;

Co-ordination of national reporting.



1) MPA Management Project — feedback

request

b) The process for determining requirements for site level
coordination (site audit process):

» Site complexity — number of management authorities and the
number and type of issues that require management.

* Risk assessment — risk of site features not achieving their
conservation objectives.

» Grouping of sites and options for coordination.
c) Site complexity QA of initial results of the site audit process:

« Solent EMS = High (More than 15 authorities and more than 10
issues, including recreational disturbance).

« Solent & Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC = Medium (Between 8 - 15
authorities and between 5 - 10 issues).



2) IPENS - Site Improvement Plans

« Overall framework for taking forward Natura 2000 management
which partners are committed to delivering

« Site Improvement Plan for each Natura 2000 site which identifies:
O issues affecting the condition of site
 actions required to address them
O how much it will cost and where the money could come from
O key stakeholders who need to take action

Improvement Programme for England’s Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS)
Planning for the Future

« Theme Plans to address issues affecting - L”gg;gvg?;eor}tfv'gﬁt —

multiple sites S e — S

 Find new solutions where no suitable
mechanisms currently exist

This Site Impro covers the Natura 2000 site(s)
Solent & Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC UK0017073



- 2)IPENS - Theme Plans

High level plans which identify large scale solutions across multiple
sites necessary for the management of the Natura 2000 network:

. Invasive non-native species and deer

. Grazing

. Habitat Fragmentation

. Species management

. Hydrological functioning SEEE ©

. Diffuse water pollution Diffuse water EEESESIRZ ERS,
s Lgke restoratipn s@fmw iﬁz:ﬁi’%m %}:@5

. River restoration Een mememenn 5

*  Atmospheric nitrogen deposition  =EEEs — B B
. Inappropriate coastal management smemese= 2T

o Recreation and disturbance SR T

. Climate change



2) IPENS - Links to other plans

* Integrated with River Basin Management Plans
« Existing EMS management plans:
O SIP is not superceding or undermining management scheme

A mechanism to help coordinate and deliver management
scheme

O SIP can identify existing plans as a mechanism to deliver
actions

O Can indicate what actions should be incorporated in existing
plans when they are updated

* More information:

** Webpages: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ipens2000

*» IPENS mailbox: IPENSLIFEProject@naturalengland.org.uk
¢ Louisa.Knights@naturalengland.org.uk (Marine Lead)




3) Conservation Advice

Updating our Conservation Advice for European Marine Sites to
meet Government requirements

Natural England Standard
Conservation Objectives for
European Sites in England

Five sections: Strategic Standard ENGLAND
Site overview and feature descriptions; mm—
*Conservation Objectives — clear targets; momr e

England.

- - - - L . This further lops an p ed outline app h to improving the content of
*Advice on Operatlons — linked to act|V|t|es :gsgx;,P;;g':s;;;fm;w;;’;;;Nmagﬁdmﬂfﬁ;,fm
Conservation Committee (JNCC), as recommended by the Habitats and Wild Bird
plementation Review (‘the HWBDIR') published in March 2012.

-Condition information — updated as assessments cOMpPletediem zy cermemmsm e

as (MPAs) within English temitorial waters.

The standard sets out an approach based on ten key principles. Natural England will be

® F e at u re l I l a p S clearer on the meaning and purpose of European Site Conservation Objectives and will
- ensure that - over time — they also reflect any strategic objectives and priorities which

may emerge for the national European Site network. In the more immediate term, we

will supplement the European Site Conservation Objectives with more objective and

quantified advice to enable more effective application by those who use them. Delivery

of these improvements will be prioritised based on the risks and issues associated with

each site.

European Site Conservation Objectves will be developed using a consistent and
transparent approach based on the best avaiable information about each site and its

Out of scope: e Ve e oS S St e
 Favourable condition tables - how condition will be monitored and assessed;

* Vulnerability assessments - Responsibility of management authorities (with
advice and support from Natural England).



3) Conservation Advice

Timeline for Solent sites: iﬁ:
« Solent Maritime SAC — March 2015 n,xmm”:w“
* Portsmouth Harbour SPA — March 2015 mw..mmmmmg S
- Solent & Southampton Water SPA — SRR ———
December 2016 B —
e Chichester & Langstone Harbours SPA — ;;;g;?ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ:jmmm
December 2016 o

Hi110. Sanauanks which are sighty coverad by 523 water al the time; SUDKGS sandoanks
H1142. MUITELS 30 SANNZLS TOL COVENEd Dy SSaNGLeT 31 IOW 10 IMETaal MUITas 3nd Sandnats
mm,cmng(ms‘

H1162. Large chaliow Ineta and bays:

»New designated site information system
»Updating all feature maps

»Reviewing all sensitivity assessments

» Standardising conservation objectives
»Each site will have a page on GOV.UK




4) Marine Conservation Zones

Candidate Tranche 2 (T2) rMCZs in the Solent area:
17 — Offshore Overfalls
19 — Norris to Ryde

20 - The Needles

22 - Bembridge

23 — Yarmouth to Cowes
28 — Utopia

— — — 6 Nautical Mile limit

12 Nautical Mile limit

B viczs

Balanced Seas




4) Marine Conservation Zones

Timeline:

August 2014 — Natural England and JNCC provided advice to Defra
on the presence and extent of the features and vulnerability
assessment for 37 candidate T2 sites.

September to December 2014 Defra recommendations to ministers
on sites suitable for inclusion in the T2 consultation.

January to March 2015 - Defra public consultation on T2 sites (will
include NE & JNCC published advice on features and Defra Impact
Assessment on management scenarios.

By December 2015 — designation of T2 sites.

Remaining regional project rMCZs will be considered in Tranche 3.




5) Solent & Dorset Coast possible SPA

“A possible new SPA within the Solent and around the Dorset coast for
three Tern species - Common, Sandwich and Little Tern.”

*Review required under UK Government obligations to the EU Birds
Directive.

*To protect the foraging habitat of breeding terns - to support the
existing designated SPA populations.

Landward boundary at MLW where it abuts an existing SPA with tern
features (no overlap) or at MHW elsewhere to ensure protection in the
intertidal area (e.g. Portsmouth Harbour).

*Seaward boundary set using a composite of various foraging ranges of
Tern species away from existing colonies within the area.



5) Solent & Dorset Coast possible SPA
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5) Solent & Dorset Coast possible SPA

Timeline:

Informal dialogue started 315t July 2014 — seeking input on initial site
recommendations from stakeholders on:

— Any additional bird data to inform recommendations
— Information on activities in the area to inform impact assessment

Early 2015 — Natural England formal advice to Defra.

Late 2015 — Ministerial approval to start formal public consultation.
*Early 2016 — Final recommendations to Defra

*December 2016 — Decision on the site’ s classification

More information is available:
— Stephen Treby Solent.MarineSPA@naturalengland.org.uk
— Factsheet on Natural England website




Questions?










