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Overview 

1)  MPA Management Project 

2)  IPENS - Site Improvement Plans and Theme Plans 

3)  Natural England’s Conservation Advice update 

4)  Marine Conservation Zones update  

5)  Possible Solent and Dorset Coast SPA – informal dialogue 

Questions??? 



1) MPA Management Project 

Aim: to identify future governance structures for MPA management in 
England 
• National governance and local management coordination for both 
management activities and reporting. 
 

Need for the project as there is currently: 
• No national coordination and no one lead authority. 
• Uncertainty around future EMS management scheme funding (national funding 
ends December 2014). 
• No process to enable national reporting of a ‘well managed’ network (a 
government commitment by 2016). 
• Varying degrees of local/international co-ordination and effectiveness of 
existing management partnerships 
• Current partnerships only cover some EMS and there are no similar structures 
for MCZs at present. 

 
 



1) MPA Management Project 

MPA working group set up (Defra, MMO, NE, EA, LGA, IFCA, JNCC 
and EMS officer representative): 
• October 2013 – Recommendations to the Defra MPA Network Board 
agreed: 

q  Establish a national governance group 
q  Project to carry out site audit process to identify management 

coordination and develop options 
• May/June 2014 – National Steering Group established and site audit 
work commenced. 
• June 2014 –August 2014 – request for feedback on: 

q  National governance structures 
q  Site audit process and QA of site information 
•  Defra MPA Network Board meeting on 23rd September 2014. 



1) MPA Management Project – feedback 
request 

a)  Recommendation for national governance structure = 
continuation of National Steering Group (supported by coordinator 
post) for: 

 

•  Provision of consistent guidance for planning and reporting on MPA 
management; 

•  Monitoring of establishment, delivery, and review of MPA 
management; 

•  Provision of guidance on site management; 
•  Provision of strategic resource planning for site level coordination; 
•  Identification of lead co-ordination at a site level; 
•  Identification of cross-cutting risks and issues;  
•  Co-ordination of national reporting. 



1) MPA Management Project – feedback 
request 

b)  The process for determining requirements for site level 
coordination (site audit process): 

•  Site complexity – number of management authorities and the 
number and type of issues that require management. 

•  Risk assessment – risk of site features not achieving their 
conservation objectives. 

•  Grouping of sites and options for coordination. 

c) Site complexity QA of initial results of the site audit process: 

•  Solent EMS = High (More than 15 authorities and more than 10 
issues, including recreational disturbance). 

•  Solent & Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC = Medium (Between 8 - 15 
authorities and between 5 - 10 issues). 

 
 



2) IPENS – Site Improvement Plans 

•  Overall framework for taking forward Natura 2000 management 
which  partners are committed to delivering 

 
•  Site Improvement Plan for each Natura 2000 site which identifies:  

q   issues affecting the condition of site  
q   actions required to address them 
q   how much it will cost and where the money could come from  
q   key stakeholders who need to take action 

 •  Theme Plans to address issues affecting 
multiple sites 

•  Find new solutions where no suitable 
mechanisms currently exist 





2) IPENS – Links to other plans 

•  Integrated with River Basin Management Plans 
•  Existing EMS management plans: 

q  SIP is not superceding or undermining management scheme 
q  A mechanism to help coordinate and deliver management 

scheme 
q  SIP can identify existing plans as a mechanism to deliver 

actions 
q  Can indicate what actions should be incorporated in existing 

plans when they are updated 
 

•  More information: 
v  Webpages: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ipens2000  
v  IPENS mailbox: IPENSLIFEProject@naturalengland.org.uk  
v  Louisa.Knights@naturalengland.org.uk (Marine Lead) 



3) Conservation Advice 

Five sections: 
• Site overview and feature descriptions; 
• Conservation Objectives – clear targets; 
• Advice on Operations – linked to activities; 
• Condition information – updated as assessments completed; 
• Feature maps. 
 

 
Out of scope: 
•  Favourable condition tables - how condition will be monitored and assessed; 
•  Vulnerability assessments - Responsibility of management authorities (with 

advice and support from Natural England). 

Updating our Conservation Advice for European Marine Sites to 
meet Government requirements  







4) Marine Conservation Zones 

Timeline: 

•  August 2014 – Natural England and JNCC provided advice to Defra 
on the presence and extent of the features and vulnerability 
assessment for 37 candidate T2 sites. 

•  September to December 2014 Defra recommendations to ministers 
on sites suitable for inclusion in the T2 consultation. 

•  January to March 2015 - Defra public consultation on T2 sites (will 
include NE & JNCC published advice on features and Defra Impact 
Assessment on management scenarios. 

•  By December 2015 – designation of T2 sites. 

•  Remaining regional project rMCZs will be considered in Tranche 3. 



5) Solent & Dorset Coast possible SPA 

“A possible new SPA within the Solent and around the Dorset coast for 
three Tern species - Common, Sandwich and Little Tern.” 
 

• Review required under UK Government obligations to the EU Birds 
Directive. 

• To protect the foraging habitat of breeding terns  - to support the 
existing designated SPA populations. 

• Landward boundary at MLW where it abuts an existing SPA with tern 
features (no overlap) or at MHW elsewhere to ensure protection in the 
intertidal area (e.g. Portsmouth Harbour). 

• Seaward boundary set using a composite of various foraging ranges of 
Tern species away from existing colonies within the area.  





5) Solent & Dorset Coast possible SPA 

Timeline: 

• Informal dialogue started 31st July 2014 – seeking input on initial site 
recommendations from stakeholders on: 

–  Any additional bird data to inform recommendations 
–  Information on activities in the area to inform impact assessment 

• Early 2015 – Natural England formal advice to Defra. 

• Late 2015 – Ministerial approval to start formal public consultation. 

• Early 2016 – Final recommendations to Defra 

• December 2016 – Decision on the site’s classification 

• More information is available: 
–  Stephen Treby Solent.MarineSPA@naturalengland.org.uk  
–  Factsheet on Natural England website 








